IN THE CLAIMS: 



1 - 64 (canceled). 

65 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising geographic 
data, that the criteria have been met. 



66 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the geographic data 
comprise the physical locations of the at least two communicants. 

67 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the geographic data 
comprise the distances between the at least two communicants. 

68 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the geographic data 
comprise the physical locations of at least one of the at least two communicants in relation to 
another location other than that of another of the at least two communicants. 



69 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the geographic data 
comprise motion of at least one of the at least two communicants. 
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70 (new). The method according to claim 65, where in the geographic data 
comprise the relative motion of one communicant with respect to another communicant. 



71 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the geographic data 
comprise the motion of one communicant relative to an object other than another of the at least 
two communicants. 

72 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Public Switched Telephone Network. 

73 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless telephony network. 

74 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless data network. 

75 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Internet. 

76 (new). The method according to claim 65, wherein the 
telecommunications network is an intranet. 
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77 (new). 



The method according to claim 65, wherein the 



telecommunications network includes a wireless connection to the Internet. 



78 (new). 



The method according to claim 65, wherein the 



telecommunications network is a cable television network. 



79 (new). 



The method according to claim 65, wherein the 



telecommunications network includes at least two selected from the group consisting of the 
Public Switched Telephone Network, a wireless telephony network, a wireless data network, the 
Internet, an intranet, and a cable television network. 

80 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising temporal data 
comprising measures of elapsed time since the occurrence of a specified event or condition, that 
the criteria have been met. 

81 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
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communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising temporal data 
comprising measures of elapsed time between specified events or conditions, that the criteria 
have been met. 

82 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising temporal data 
comprising a specific time interval, that the criteria have been met. 

83 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising temporal data 
comprising a time range, that the criteria have been met. 

84 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
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telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 
monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 

communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 

the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising temporal data 

comprising a date range, that the criteria have been met. 

85 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Public Switched Telephone Network. 

86 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless telephony network. 

87 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless data network. 

88 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Internet. 

89 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network is an intranet. 
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90 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network includes a wireless connection to the Internet. 

91 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a cable television network. 

92 (new). The method according to claim 80, 81, 82, 83, or 84, wherein the 
telecommunications network includes at least two selected from the group consisting of the 
Public Switched Telephone Network, a wireless telephony network, a wireless data network, the 
Internet, an intranet, and a cable television network. 

93 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising network 
component status data, that the criteria have been met. 

94 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the network 
component status data comprise an addressable device type. 
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95 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the network 
component status data comprise availability of an addressable device. 



96 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the network 
component status parameters comprise channel capacity utilization. 

97 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein network component 
status parameters comprise component failure tolerance. 

98 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the network 
component status parameters comprise component failure history. 

99 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the network 
component status parameters comprise network capacity utilization. 

100 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Public Switched Telephone Network. 

101 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless telephony network. 

102 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless data network. 
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103 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Internet. 

104 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network is an intranet. 

105 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network includes a wireless connection to the Internet. 

106 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a cable television network. 

107 (new). The method according to claim 93, wherein the 
telecommunications network includes at least two selected from the group consisting of the 
Public Switched Telephone Network, a wireless telephony network, a wireless data network, the 
Internet, an intranet, and a cable television network. 

108 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
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the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising communicant- 
specific parameters comprising at least one of sex, race, age, native language, height, weight, 
physical characteristics, religion, sexual preference, political affiliation, educational attainment, 
personal income, net worth, activity interests, aesthetic preference, culinary preference, physical 
fitness, intelligence, possessions, and aspirations, that the criteria have been met. 

1 09 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising communicant- 
specific parameters comprising goods, services, or consideration offered by a communicant, that 
the criteria have been met. 

1 10 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising communicant- 
specific parameters comprising the price or other consideration offered for goods or services by 
the communicant, that the criteria have been met. 
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1 1 1 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising communicant- 
specific parameters comprising the price or other consideration sought for goods or services by 
the communicant, that the criteria have been met. 

112 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising communicant- 
specific parameters comprising geographic parameters, that the criteria have been met. 

113 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
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the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data comprising communicant- 
specific parameters comprising network component parameters, that the criteria have been met. 

1 14 (new). The method according to claim 108, 109, 1 10, 1 1 1, 1 12, or 1 13, 
wherein the telecommunications network is the Public Switched Telephone Network. 

115 (new). The method according to claim 108, 109, 1 10, 1 1 1, 1 12, or 1 13 
wherein the telecommunications network is a wireless telephony network. 

116 (new). The method according to claim 108, 109, 1 10, 1 1 1, 1 12, or 1 13, 
wherein the telecommunications network is a wireless data network. 

1 1 7 (new). The method according to claim 1 08, 1 09, 1 1 0, 1 1 1 , 1 1 2, or 1 1 3 
wherein the telecommunications network is the Internet. 

1 1 8 (new). The method according to claim 1 08, 1 09, 1 1 0, 1 1 1 , 1 1 2, or 1 1 3 
wherein the telecommunications network is an intranet. 

1 1 9 (new). The method according to claim 1 08, 1 09, 1 1 0, 1 1 1 , 1 1 2, or 1 1 3 
wherein the telecommunications network includes a wireless connection to the Internet. 

1 20 (new). The method according to claim 1 08, 1 09, 1 1 0, 1 1 1 , 1 1 2, or 1 1 3 
wherein the telecommunications network is a cable television network. 
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121 (new). The method according to claim 108, 109, 1 10, 1 1 1, 1 12, or 1 13 
wherein the telecommunications network includes at least two selected from the group consisting 
of the Public Switched Telephone Network, a wireless telephony network, a wireless data 
network, the Internet, an intranet, and a cable television network. 

122 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data including invariant data integral to the network's design relating 
to communications initiation criteria for at least two communicants in the telecommunications 
network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data, that the criteria have been 
met. 

123 (new). A method for providing telecommunications services in a 
telecommunications network, comprising the steps by a telecommunications service provider of: 

monitoring data relating to communications initiation criteria for at least two 
communicants in the telecommunications network; and 

initiating at least one of e-mail and instant-messaging communications between 
the at least two communicants by determining, by processing the data by artificial intelligence 
methodology, that the criteria have been met. 
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124 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Public Switched Telephone Network. 



125 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless telephony network. 

126 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a wireless data network. 

127 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network is the Internet. 

128 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network is an intranet. 

129 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network includes a wireless connection to the Internet. 

130 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network is a cable television network. 

131 (new). The method according to claim 122 or 123, wherein the 
telecommunications network includes at least two selected from the group consisting of the 
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